
C.G.E.A. (Compagnie Générale d’Entreprises Aéronautiques)

Posted in Bathurst 2 June 1927. No backstamps. Carried to Dakar by Elder Dempster

S.S. Elmina on 3 June and flown from there to Toulouse by C.G.E.A. (departed 8 June;

arrived 11th). It was then sent by train and steamer to London (arrived 13th).

1/3d. postage = 3d. registration + 1½d. first oz. ordinary Empire postage + 10½d. air

mail fee for a letter weighing between ½ and 1 ounce.



Tombouctou (Kabara) to Bamako: 560 miles by steamer.  

Bamako to Dakar: 845 miles by train.

Tombouctou (9 November 1928) to Bamako (22 Nov.):

9 days; Bamako to Dakar (30 Nov.): 8 days. After arrival

at Dakar, the cover was flown by the once-weekly

Aéropostale service to Casablanca on 29th & 30th.



A typical small Niger River postal steamer.

During the dry season (January to June) barges were employed.

[Photo courtesy of Peter Kelly]



Freetown, 4 April 1935. Carried by Elder Dempster ship Accra to

Bathurst: sailed 4 July, arrived 5th. Flown by DLH service L74 to

Stuttgart and flown from there to Zurich by joint Swissair/DLH service.

Franked 1/4½d. per ½ oz. air fee to Europe + 3d. registration.

Posted 16 days before service was announced by the Post Office.

SIERRA LEONE MAIL CONNECTING WITH DLH SOUTH ATLANTIC SERVICE



Posted Nantes, 23 July 1936. Sent by train to Marseilles, via Paris. Flown by DLH service L185.

The Spanish Civil War commenced on 18 July. The previous service was diverted via Lisbon to

avoid call at Seville. This service called at both cities. The 11.40fr. postage = 1.50fr. first 20 gr. +

0.90fr. additional 20 gr. ordinary postage + 3 x 3.00fr. per 10 gr. air mail fee to Gambia.

GAMBIA MAIL FLOWN BY THE DLH SOUTH ATLANTIC SERVICE



Freetown, 9 November 1935. Elder Dempster S.S. New Texas sailed Freetown 15 Nov., arrived

Dakar 19th. Departed 22nd via Air France to Marseilles (arrived 25th). Sent by train to Paris to

connect with Imperial Airways service AS296 which departed 27th and arrived Cape Town 6 Dec.



For general use.

For use on mail flown by D.L.H.

For use on mail flown by French 

services.
Posted on Elder Dempster steamer Ashantian ~ arrived Freetown southbound on 9

Dec. 1936. Rate to U.K. was 1/1d. per ½ oz. ~ overpaid 4d. Left Freetown 10th in

E.D. ship Apapa which arrived Bathurst 11th. Flown to Berlin by D.L.H. service L198.

The German terminal was

changed from Stuttgart to

Frankfurt in April 1936 but

Stuttgart remained on

Sierra Leone labels.



Freetown, 23 June 1938. Flown to Bathurst one day

late on 25 June by Elders Colonial Airways service

FB1. Missed the DLH service of that day. Held at

Bathurst for 6 days, then flown by D.L.H. service

L360 ~ departed 2 July and arrived Frankfurt 3rd.



Bissau, 16 February 1939. Flown to Bathurst on 17th by Elders service

FB35, then by D.L.H. service L426 which departed 18th. The service

was delayed at Lisbon for 13 hours but why this cover was taken off

the aircraft and datestamped by the Lisbon Post Office is a mystery.



Ogbomosho, 16 May 1938, sent by road to Oshogbo. Due to an outbreak

of yellow fever in the area, calls at Oshogbo ceased in March 1937 but

were reintroduced commencing with service LK120, operated by DH86

Dione, which departed 19 May and arrived Khartoum 21st. Then flown by

I.A. service KN47 which departed 22 May and arrived Southampton 24th.



Letter from British Consulate in Leopoldville, 9 July 1931.

Flown by Sabena internal service to Coquilhatville on 13 July.

The 22.75fr. postage = 1.25fr. first 20 gr. + 8 x 0.75fr. additional

20 gr. surface postage + 9 x 1.50fr. per 20 gr. internal air fee +

2.00fr. registration. The letter weighed between 160 and 180 gr.


